2011Vision check 1       Rev. 19:1-7
Leadership gurus – you know those guys with perfect hair that never moves.  Say that inorder for an organization to stay true to its vision, that vision has to be rehashed every couple of months.  Without looking at the bulletin can anyone recite our vision statement? (besides Becky Matthews).  So before you complain that I have preached about this for two years in a row understand that I will stop preaching it when start actually knowing it and following it.  Deal?   Not just for church but indiv.  
	Very easy to lose track of  purpose. We have experienced that when we go to a store and stand in an aisle and wonder, “What am I here for again?”  That is why it is good to write things down or go over purpose several times – otherwise we standing in the middle of Wal-mart with that blank stare on our faces and we are embarrassed when asked “Can I help u find something” – we can’t even remember what we’re looking.    My friends today I want each one of us to ask ourselves in life “What am I here for again?”  and maybe we will remember what we are here for - before we head home empty handed. Whether we acknowledge it or not (and Rev.shows will ultimately be) we were made to glorify and enjoy God’s glory. Biblical purpose for your life and life of our church.
People loose track of purpose, but so do churches.  Believe it or not some churches will do the same thing year after year after year - decades, even if it is not working.  Why?  Because an unwritten vision has crept in – that is to keep things the same as much as possible.  Or the vision may be to keep as many people as possible happy.  Sure the billboard vision may be to serve people and love God, but just as important is to do those things with as little change as possible or to keep as many folks “happy” as possible.  One of the reasons that new churches are growing whereas churches over 30 years old are declining is that generally, new churches don’t have traditions and unwritten visions getting in the way of going all out for what God has called them to.  
This confusion of vision has the greatest impact on how we spend our resources.  Applies to People and churches. ($20 bill) I only have a certain amount of cash how I spend it both depends on, and reflects, my vision.  If this 20 represents hours, it is the same concept.  You will invest into what is important, your purpose, in life.   I can say that I have an eternal purpose in life but if I only spend a penny of $20 or 1 minute of 20 hours on eternal things then my vision for my life does not include God that much at all – its just talk.  
Likewise if a church has a vision to make disciples and emphasize mission but spends 3x the amount of resources on maintaining facilities than mission – I don’t care what the vision on the billboard says – there is an unwritten vision and that church is maintenance minded and not missions minded.  If we have 20 volunteers and use most of them to maintain current programs that aren’t working then we have unwritten vision.  
Really, whether it is a church or a person, we need to measure our actions against our “purpose or vision for life” and see if we are actually fulfilling our purpose or just standing around not remembering what we are really here for.
What are we here for?  What is CSBC here for and what are you on this earth for?  Glorify God.  There are literally dozens of commands in the bible to glorify God or a description of how God was rightly glorified by someone.  The Westminster Catechism says “the chief end (purpose) of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”  One of the main theme’s in the bible and one of God’s purposes for all of salvation history is to glorify God. Our scripture reading in Rev. 19:1-7 brings us to the end of time and the world is brought to its ultimate end and purpose – to glorify God.  But it is not just at the end, the whole theme of salvation history is that God is glorified through the salvation of his fallen creation. (Hamilton’s book).
What does it mean to glorify?  To make known as valuable and great.  The Bible says that creation itself glorifies God, as you look over the wonder and beauty of creation it speaks to the wonder and beauty of the creator.  As a part of creation we too are fearfully and wonderfully made, so in a sense we glorify our creator whether we intend to or not.  But the Bible most often talks about how God’s children are to actively glorify him – actively make him known as valuable and great. 
	Now you might think that God doesn’t need you to glorify him, and you’re right.  God is who he is, his value and greatness is reality no matter what you do or don’t do.  But glorifying God is for your sake, not His.  That is why the Bible says that God is glorified when he turns his righteous judgment to salvation. That is why Jesus could talk about his death as glory in John 12:23-24  "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  Jesus was glorified by the salvation he gave to you and GOd is glorified with every person who is saved.  
 	So Christian, you are a Christian for God’s glory – even though you get the benefit.  Because God’s glory is found in his grace.  But God is not just glorified in salvation he is glorified every time he is held up as valuable and great in our words or deeds.  When you glorify God, you are doing what you were made to do (getting in line with eternity), when you glorify God you are confessing the truth of God and that truth will transform your life, your thoughts, your values and bring you to a place beyond yourself.  I don’t know about you but I need to be brought beyond myself and beyond the meaningless contrivances of the world.  As a Christian and as a church one of our chief ends is to glorify God.
	So how do we glorify God?  The Bible tells us some ways.  
We will Glorify God by:
•	Celebrating the lordship of Christ through joyful worship, fervent prayer and praise. A very basic way to glorify God is by telling how great and worthy and valuable God is.  Things are made famous by people spreading the word.  That is why Psalm 150 says, 
“Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty expanse.  2 Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.  3 Praise Him with trumpet sound; Praise Him with harp and lyre.  4 Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe.  5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with resounding cymbals.  6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!”  
	This psalm reminds me more of football fans than church goers.  That is sad.  When you are in a stadium it is clear who the home town team is because the fans are using every means necessary, blow horns, noise makers, a band, their shouts to make it known how valuable and great their team is.  
	However it is expressed, when someone is passionate, you can sense it.  That is why as Christians we need to celebrate the victory that Christ has won and proclaim the joy.  Of all people we have the most to be excited about and God is glorified when we express his greatness and value in prayer, songs, words.  If our faces never smile and we never get excited , God is not glorified – instead we give the impression that God is not worth getting excited about, that he isn’t great enough to make me smile.  So we need to celebrate and let lose as a church and as believers not just because God’s glory deserves it, but it brings our hearts and minds in line with eternal reality–changes our perspective and life. 
	But deeply understanding and therefore praising God’s worth can not be faked.  For God to be glorified our praise has to be an expression of our hearts, not a ritual.  For that to happen we need to pay attention to the heart behind the words.  That is why we glorify God by:   
 •	Cultivating a love of God and desiring His presence.  We need to work on our hearts so that when we do praise God it is a real expression of our hearts and not just empty words. 	
 Psalm 63:1-8  “O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water.  2 Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory.  3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips will praise You.  4 So I will bless You as long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name.  5 My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips.  6 When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches,  7 For You have been my help, And in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy.  8 My soul clings to You; Your right hand upholds me.” 
 Listen to the passion of that psalm, the desire for God, knowing that true satisfaction only comes from God.  You know the psalmist thought God was of utmost value.  You don’t desire something like that if it is not great and valuable.  
Do you have that kind of heart passion for God?  Do you have that desire to be carried beyond yourself, to have the P<P<P of God from all eternity in your life – a hunger that won’t be satisfied with earthly things. You innermost desires can only be satisfied by God and that knowledge will kindle a passion for God.  Duty leads to drudgery.  But love/passion leads to joy.  Cultivate that kind of heart for God friend and you will have a life of deep meaning that glorifies God as naturally as breathing. 
	Our words and our hearts glorify God but that is not all. Our lives/actions can glorify God, by:    
•	Leading Christ-like lives through the power of the Holy Spirit and by committing every area of life to God.    Our lives glorify God /don’t glorify louder than words and in a way that can’t be faked for long.  Romans 12:1  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 1 Cor 10:31  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.   
Your life unmistakably projects what you think of God.  If something is great and valuable and worth making known it changes the way you live.  Having children is an example- parents show the value they place on their child by living differently, decisions, values, actions.   If God doesn’t transform your life than he can’t be all that great or valuable no matter what you say. No matter who much you come to church and wave your hands in the air, etc. 
If God doesn’t help your marriage than how great can he be?  If God doesn’t help you treat others well, how great can he be? If God doesn’t cause you to be more generous, forgiving, patient, and loving than most people will get the impression that a self-help book is greater than this God you say you believe in.  
If we are not transformed by the power of God than we give that impression that either 
1) God is not valuable enough to us to actually want to change our life style or 2) He isn’t powerful enough to make a difference in real life.  
That is why Romans 12 urges Christians to put their faith in Christ to work and present our bodies – our selves as a living sacrifice.  We give all of life to God because he alone is worthy for the most valuable thing I have – my whole life.  I’m not even worthy of my own life – after all it was a gift that I didn’t earn and I tend to waste it. When I give my life to God, I am getting in line with eternal reality – he is the only one worthy + great enough to have my life. We glorify/ don’t glorify God by our actions. 
When God is worthy enough to be given my life – I proclaim him as ultimately valuable and great – not in word only but in deed.  Really, that is what we were made for – what we are here for.  To be image bearers of God and show his greatness in our words, heart and actions – glorify him  
We are also to present our church body to God – it is his church after all.  As a church our purpose (whether we embrace it or not) is to glorify God.  For the last 20 years that vision has not been embraced.  Instead of seeking God’s glory there has been people concerned to have things done to their liking – in short we have some people most concerned with glorifying their own agenda and ideas and not concerned with the glory of God. Now look around we have reeped what was sown, 20 years ago this sanctuary was full now in 20 years we will close the doors.  It starts with every single person here asking of every single thing we do – does it glorify God, or is this more about me.  
Glorify God is our vision as a church.  When people come in contact with us, or are a part of our gathering – do they get the impression - man they think Jesus is awesome!  Whether they believe it or not do they say, Jesus is so important to them, that you can see their passion to be close to him, they are so excited and happy about what he has done, and they live differently.  In that church it is all about bring glory to God. Do people say that about our church?  
My friends, as individuals glorifying God should also be your vision.  Because that is what you are here for.  That is what eternity is about.  If you have ever seen the glory of the moon rising on a clear night – you can’t help be moved.  But the moon’s greatness is really because it is reflecting the glory of the sun.  It has little glory of its own, but when it is aligned with the sun (the center of our Solar system) – it becomes something glorious itself.  That is why our vision must be to glorify God.
My friends, are you glorifying God? Do people get a glimpse of God’s glory in your salvation, in your words, in your desires and in your life?   It is what you are here for and as individuals and as a church we will not find that deep abiding joy that transcends time until we live what we were made for – till we live now what we see in Rev. 19:1-7. Glorifying the God of creation and of our salvation..  
